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SUMMARY OF ILLINOIS MINERAL PRODUCTION IN 1961
W. L. Busch
Minerals produced in Illinois during 1961 were valued at 604 million
dollars, the sixth consecutive year that the state's annual mineral production
has exceeded 600 million dollars. The 1961 total was only about 2 percent less
than the record high of 615.8 million dollars reached in 1960. Mineral fuels-
coal and crude oil and associated products-«a<*co«ntdd for approxim&tely 68 percent
of the 1961 total value. Other products, including stone, sand, gravel, cement,
lime, clay products, fluorspar, and zinc and lead, made up about 32 percent of
the 1961 total,
Illinois was fourth among the coal producing states of the nation in
1961 - exceeded in the production of this commodity only by West Virginia, Kentucky,
and Pennsylvania. The 45.1 million tons of coal produced in Illinois during 1961
was mined about equally from surface and underground mines » Nearly 60 percent
of the state's coal production, about 27 million tons, was used for the production
of electrical energy in 1961.
Crude oil production in Illinois during 1961 totaled 77.4 million
barrels and was valued at 232.4 million dollars. A relatively steady level of
oil production has been maintained in Illinois during recent years by the continued
expansion of secondary recovery methods. Approximately two-thirds of the total
oil produced in Illinois in 1961 was through secondary methods, chiefly water-
flooding, Illinois ranked eighth in the nation in 1961 crude oil production,
Illinois in 1961 led the nation in output of fluorspar, furnishing
about 57 percent of total domestic shipments, was third in the production of
stone, and ranked fifth in cement and sand and gravel production. Manufacture
of clay products continued at substantial levels during the year, according to
reports from Illinois producers. Comparatively small amounts of zinc and lead
also were produced in Illinois during 1961.
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